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U.S.  IMPORTS  OF  BEANS,  PEAS,  LENTILS 
AND  GARBANZOS  — A HISTORY 


The  U.S.,  once  the  world's  largest  importer  of  dry  beans  — 1 to  2 
million  bags  a year,  has  dropped  to  little  more  than  100,000  bags  in 
recent  years.  Imports  of  peas,  lentils  and  garbanzos  have  dropped 
likewise,  though  not  so  sharply.  Combined  imports  of  all  these 
commodities  totaled  only  170,000  bags  in  the  calendar  year  i960. 

The  bulk  of  the  imports  were  beans  and  garbanzos.  Beans  came  from  more 
than  18  different  countries.  Chile  was  the  largest  — with  Peru,  Italy, 
and  Portugal  also  important.  The  Peruvian  imports  were  likely  mung 
beans.  Garbanzos  came  from  more  than  six  countries,  Portugal  was  the 
largest,  with  French  Morocco  and  Mexico  also  important. 

The  bulk  of  the  peas  came  from  the  Dominican  Republic,  New  Zealand  and 
Canada.  Pigeon  peas  probably  constitute  the  bulk  of  pea  imports  from  the 
Dominican  Republic. 

Whereas  the  bulk  of  U.S.  lentil  imports  came  from  Chile  prior  to  I960, 
they  now  come  (though  in  much  smaller  quantities)  from  countries  bordering 
the  Mediterranean  Sea  — Spain,  Syria,  Italy  and  Morocco. 

A relatively  complete  statistical  history  of  U.S.  imports  of  beans,  peas, 
lentils  and  garbanzos  is  shown  in  the  following  tables. 


History  of  U.S.  imports  of 
dry  beans,  peas,  lentils  and  garbanzos 


Year  2/ 

Beans 

Peas 

Lentils 

Garbanzos 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

bags  2/ 

bags  2/ 

bags  2/ 

bags  2/ 

1920  

1,220 

— — 

1921  

720 

— 

— 

— 

1922  

580 

— 

— 

— 

1923  

1,480 

— 

— 

— 

1924  

1,020 

— 

— 

— 

1925  

880 

— 

— 

— 

1926  

1,010 

— 

— 

— 

1927  

1,120 

— 

— 

— 

1928  

1,800 

310 

— 

— 

1929  

1,460 

410 

— 

— 

1930  

1,260 

150 

— 

— 

1931  

480 

200 

— 

— 

1932  

180 

210 

— 

— 

1933  

200 

250 

— 

— 

1934  

250 

y 170 

— 

— 

1935  

352 

69 

y 94 

y in 

1936  

198 

21 

96 

112 

1937  

549 

26 

88 

116 

1938  

83 

27 

89 

77 

1939  

61 

11 

59 

83 

1940  

66 

14 

103 

75 

1941  

129 

29 

115 

126 

1942  

53 

28 

92 

221 

1943  

110 

63 

44 

1,100 

1944 

33 

13 

68 

658 

1945  

254 

21 

96 

87 

1946  

195 

31 

41 

3 

1947  

225 

12 

66 

81 

1948  

181 

18 

54 

83 

1949  

271 

28 

79 

95 

1950  

211 

20 

74 

141 

1951  

58 

22 

27 

75 

1952  

147 

46 

53 

82 

1953  

157 

36 

69 

118 

1954  

131 

22 

43 

73 

1955  

279 

61 

46 

67 

1956  

114 

107 

28 

99 

1957  

88 

32 

15 

58 

1958  

156 

38 

30 

99 

1959  

67 

46 

23 

82 

1960  

96 

24 

4 

65 

2/  Calendar  year  except  where  noted.  2 / 100-lb.  bagc.  j/  Orop 
year  previous  to  1934-  {J  Included  with  peas  prior  to  1935. 

V Included  with  beans  prior  to  1935. 


DRY  DEANS:  United  States  imports,  1935-39,  1950-54  average;  1955-1960  annual 
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